
 

Th is yea r ’s 
even t  w a s 
h el d , a s u sua l 
a t  the R osl i s-
t on  For est r y  
Cen t r e; w h i sh  
i s  a n  en v i r on-
m enta l  sci -
en ce cen t r e  
tha t  op ens a l l  
yea r  r ound  
for  p eop le t o  

w a lk , p i cn ic, p la y, 
cycle a nd  l ea r n  
a bou t  thei r  l oca l  
en v i r onm ent  a nd  
ha bi ta t s . Wel l 
w or th  a  v i si t ! 

So, a ft er  an hour  or  
so of or ganising an d 
set ting up, J acqui -  
M3J QY and club sec-
ret a ry, was first  off 
on 2 met res with  the 
event  ca ll GB4NSW. 
Our  fir st  contact  of 
t he weekend being 
G0BAM in Worces-
t er…  

However , in  some 
ways, the Sa turday 
was a  lit t le disap-
point ing rea lly, we  
had very few visit ors; 
we were absolut ely 
frozen as we’d kept  
a ll t he doors open to 
t ry and encoura ge 
some people t o come 

and see wha t  a ll t he 
noise was about ; we 
were suffer ing 
badly from some 
QRM on HF  tha t  
was (we think) be-
ing caused by some 
emergency light ing 
in  t he building, and 
t o cap it  a ll, we 
were t old t ha t  it  
couldn’t  be swit ched 
off! This went  down  
well a s I’m sure you 
can imagine! Here 
is a  picture of a  
somewhat  bemused 
member  of t he club 
(Cla r ry—G4HIW) 

as he t r ied with a ll 
his might  t o pick  
out  a  st a t ion in  a ll 
t he noise...it  pa id off 
in  t he end as he 
spoke t o Canada  - 
VE3NBW, Leba-
non - OD5NH an d 
East ern     Siber ia  - 
RW9HH ( he was 
quit e amazed to be 
t a lking t o us a s it  
was snowing here!!!) 
Another  good HF  

contact  was made by 
G7J HW (he doesn’t  
usua lly opera t e in  
public!!!), he ca lled a  
couple of t imes and 
was st ra ight  into 
Oklahoma - K5KW. 
When asked how he  
managed tha t  so 
easily he st a ted - 
‘you only need t o 
have t he equipment 
set  up cor rect ly! H i! 
Hi!’ Anywa y, we  
were very im-
pressed. 

The Sunday was a  
much bet t er  day, de-
spit e quite a  lot  of 
snowfa ll t here was a  
const ant  st ream of 
visit ors a ll day...
some visit ing ama-
t eurs, some old, 
some very you ng 
and many families 
out  for  t he a ft er -
noon.  

 

The st at ions t ha t  we 
were opera t ing us-
ing our  GB4NSW 
ca llsign were: 

 1 x HF  st a tions - 
TS950 on t he 
Cushcra ft  AS3 beam 
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On  a  w in d y, cold  
a nd  d a m p  Frid a y 
m or n ing, in  w h a t ’s  
sup p osed  to  be nea r  
t o the sta r t  of  
sp r ing (n o sig n  of  
tha t  yet  in  Sou th  
Der bysh i r e), the in -
fa m ous a er ia l  er ec-
tor s of the Sou th  
Der bysh i r e a n d  
Ashby Would s a m a -
t eur  r a d io gr oup  
set  t o w or k . The  
t r usty bea st s (t ha t ’s  
the a er ia l s ,  not  the  
m em ber s!), w er e 
br ough t  fr om  th ei r  
slum ber s t o help  
p a r t i cip a t e in  one  
of our  a n nua l  sp e-
cia l  even t s.  
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And so… after all that hard work...the mast is low-
ered...and put to bed!!! 
The HF beam and co-linear, ready for 

action over the weekend...11th and 
12th March! 

NO STOPPING 
US! 



As well a s t he st a -
t ions, we t r ied t o 
provide other  a reas 
of int erest… 

Another  club mem-
ber , Bill - G0WHC - 
kindly brou ght  a lon g 
many of his  rea l vin-
t age radios - a  super  
collect ion. An excel-
lent  display of ea r ly 
cryst a l set s , ext rava-
gant  loud speakers, 
post ers and of 
course, t he a ll im-
por t ant  ‘va lves’. 
These provided a  
grea t  display and 
t a lking point  for  
ama teurs, visit ors 
and a ll. H is collec-

t ion (some of it  
above), was a lso of 
int erest  t o t he loca l 
press as t hey came 
to t ake photo-
graphs - t he phot og-
rapher  was quit e in-
t erest ed in  t he fact 
t ha t  - provided you  
were within about  
30 miles of t he 
t ransmit t er , you 
could pick u p a  sig-
na l with your  ca t s  
whisker  and cryst a l, 
et c, whereas now, 
with a  lit t le FT817 
and your  5 wa t t s , 
and good condit ions  

This is  our  club’s in-
st ructor , Lewis - 
G4CRT -  picking 
out  another  HF  st a -
t ion. 

1 x 2m and 70cm  
st a t ion; an IC706 on 
a  co-linear—the best 
contact s here were 
t o London (an other  
science week st a -
t ion), and to a  place 
just  out side Liver-
pool. Quit e a  ‘feet ’ 
we thought  - with 50 
wa t t s! 

1 x F M1000 on a  
ver t ica l ‘green-st ick’ 
ant enna  

We had many con-
t act s on 4 met res ac-
tua lly, t he fir st  t ime 
we have used it  a t  a 
specia l event , I’m 
sure t ha t  it  won’t  be 
t he la st ! Here is t he 
clubs st a r  opera tor  
(and cheeky mon -

key!) Rober t  - 
M3F KV using the 4 
met re st a t ion, and 
very professiona lly 
t oo!  

 

quit e a  number  of 
people apprecia t ed 
someone else's  hobby 
and the ca re t ha t  has 
been t aken of t hese 
very old set s . 

Another  point  of in-
t erest  was a  display 
put  t ogether  by 
St eve - M3KP O– the 
club’s ‘webmaster ’ 
and SOTA fana t ic!! 

A collect ion of won -
derful ph otogra phs 
t aken from Snowdon  
and Shining Tor r ; his 
SOTA beam can be 
seen to t he r ight  of 
t he picture; and his 
a r t icle about  t he joys 
of get t ing ’wet  
t hrough’ which can  
be read in  det a il on 
t he club’s websit e:  

www.sda warg.co.uk  

P lease do visit  our  
websit e and find out  
wha t  t he group is  up 
to, we meet  once a 
week a t  Moira ; we 
t ake par t  in  many 
event s over  t he year  - 
our  next  one   

 ...you could quit e eas-
ily have a  QSO across 
t he At lant ic. If you  
think about  t he t ime 
sca le, t h ings have 
come a  very lon g way, 
in  t he geographica l 
sense of t h ings, in  a  
very shor t  t ime. 

Bill a lso brought  
a long some very n os-
t a lgic music, and the 
sound of Glen Miller  
brought  t he radios t o 
life...a  ‘dance club’ 
was suggest ed…we 
declined! 

Many you ng children 
were a lso very in t er -
ested in  t he set s ... 

In  t his picture, Bill 
was expla ining to t he 
lit t le fellow how the  
t ransist or  set  received 
the signa l and then 
t ravelled through the 
circuit  t o t he 
speaker  - he was very 
int erest ed, and the 
family st ayed with us 
for  quit e some t ime 
tha t  a ft ernoon. H is 

mum and sist er  a lso 
became int r igued … 
In the next  picture,  
t hey a re admir ing a  
va lve por t able radio...
mum is point ing out  
t he dia l and some of 
t he st at ions. It  was 
very rewarding tha t   
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being the F est iva l of Lei-
sure a t  t he Maurice Lee 
Memoria l Pa rk on the 
24th     and 25th   of J une  
2006. Our  club ca ll sign 
is  G0SRC and our  cha ir -
man - Roger , M1CBO. 
 
There were t imes dur ing 
the event  when we had a  
‘lull’ ... 
 
 

but  ent er t ainment  was a l-
ways a t  hand with Da ve - 
G0AOD - on the mike! 
 
On behalf of the club, I 
would like to thanks every-
one that helped to put on the 
event; from erecting aerials, 
to operating, to coming back 
to the call and most impor-
tantly...making the tea!!!! 
 
Jacqui - M3JQY 

 

And so… after all that hard work...our ‘be-loved’  mast is  
lowered...and put to bed!!! 

 


