Science Week 2006

S'NO'W PROBLEM!
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The HF beam and co-linear, ready for
action over the weekend...11th and

12th March!

NO STOPPING
UsS!

On a windy, cold
and damp Friday
morning, in what’s
supposed to be near
tothe start of
spring (nosign of
that yet in South
Derbyshire), the in-
famous aerial erec-
tors of the South
Derbyshire and
Ashby Woulds ama-
teur radio group
set towork. The
trusty beasts (that’s
the aerials, not the
members!), were
brought from their
slumbers to help
participate in one
of our annual spe-
cial events.

This year’s
event was
held, as usual
at the Roslis-
ton Forestry
Centre;whish
Aisanenviron-
mental sci-
ence centre
that opens all
year round
for peopleto
walk, picnic, play,
cycle and learn
about their local
environment and
habitats. Well
worth a visit!

So, after an hour or
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so of organising and & "K‘mlkl 4

setting up, Jacqui -

M3JQY and club sec- | §

retary, was first off
on 2 metres with the
event call GB4NSW.
Our first contact of
the weekend being
GOBAM in Worces-
ter...

However, in some
ways, the Saturday
was a little disap-
pointing really, we
had very few visitors;
we were absolutely
frozen as we’d kept
all the doors open to
try and encourage
some people to come

and see what all the
noise was about; we
were suffering
badly from some
QRM on HF that
was (we think) be-
ing caused by some
emergency lighting
in the building, and
tocap it all, we
were told that it
couldnt be switched
off! This went down
well as I'm sure you
can imagine! Here
is a picture of a
somewhat bemused
member of the club
(Clarry—G4HIW)
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as he tried with all
his might to pick
out a station in all
the noise...it paid off
in the end as he
spoke to Canada -
VE3NBW, Leba-
non - OD5NH and
Eastern  Siberia -
RWO9HH (he was
quite amazed to be
talkingtous as it
was snowing herelll)
Another good HF
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contact was made by
G7JHW (he doesn't
usually operate in
public!!!), he called a
couple of times and
was straight into
Oklahoma - K5KW.
When asked how he
managed that so
easily he stated -
‘you only need to
have the equipment
set up correctly! Hi!
Hi” Anyway, we
were very im-
pressed.

The Sunday was a
much better day, de-
spite quite a lot of
snowfall there was a

» constant stream of

visitors all day...
some visiting ama-
teurs, some old,
some very young
and many families
out for the after-
noon.

The stations that we
were operating us-
ing our GBANSW
callsign were:

1 x HF stations -
TS950 on the
Cushcraft AS3 beam




This is our club’s in-
structor, Lewis -
G4CRT - picking
out another HF sta-

DISPLAYS

As well as the sta-
tions, we tried to
provide other areas
of interest...

i Another club mem-

ber, Bill - GOWHC -
kindly brought along

d many of his real vin-

1x2m and 70cm
station; an IC706 on
a co-linear—the best
contacts here were
toLondon (another
science week sta-
tion), and toa place
just outside Liver-
pool. Quite a feet’
we thought - with 50
watts!

1 xFM1000 on a

vertical ‘green-stick’ .
antenna '

We had many con-

tage radios - a super
collection. An excel-
lent display of early
crystal sets, extrava-
gant loud speakers,
posters and of
course, the all im-
portant ‘valves’.
These provided a
great display and
talking point for
amateurs, visitors

and all. His collec-
TS

...you could quite eas-
ily have a QSO across
the Atlantic. If you
think about the time
scale, things have
come a very long way,
in the geographical
sense of things, in a
very short time.

Bill also brought
along some very nos-
talgic music, and the
sound of Glen Miller
brought the radios to
life...a ‘dance club’
was suggested...we
declined!

Many young children
were also very inter-
ested in the sets...

In this picture, Bill
was explaining to the
little fellow how the

| transistor set received

tacts on 4 metres ac- |4

tually, the first time
we have used it at a
special event, I'm
sure that it won't be
the last! Here is the
clubs star operator
(and cheeky mon-

key!) Robert -
M3FKV using the 4
metre station, and
very professionally
too!

tion (some of it
above), was also of
interest tothe local
press as they came
to take photo-
graphs - the photog-
rapher was quite in-
terested in the fact
that - provided you
were within about
30 miles of the
transmitter, you
could pick up a sig-
nal with your cats
whisker and crystal,
etc, whereas now,
with a little FT817
and your 5 watts,
and good conditions

{ the signal and then

travelled through the
circuit tothe

speaker - he was very
interested, and the
family stayed with us
for quite some time
that afternoon. His

quite a number of
people appreciated
someone else's hobby
and the care that has
been taken of these
very old sets.

Another point of in-
terest was a display
put together by
Steve - M3KPO- the
club’s ‘webmaster’
and SOTA fanatic!!

A collection of won-
derful photographs
taken from Snowdon
and Shining Torr; his
SOTA beam can be
seen tothe right of

7 the picture; and his

article about the joys
of getting ‘wet
through’which can

" be read in detail on

mum and sister also
became intrigued ...
In the next picture,
they are admiring a
valve portable radio...
mum is pointing out
the dial and some of
the stations. It was
very rewarding that

the club’s website:

www.sdawarg.co.uk

Please do visit our
website and find out
what the group is up
to, we meet once a
week at Moira; we
take part in many
events over the year -
our next one




being the Festival of Lei-

sure at the Maurice Lee
Memorial Park on the

24th and 25th of June §

2006. Our club call sign

is GOSRC and our chair- "8

man - Roger, M1CBO.

There were times during
the event when we had a
ull” ...

but entertainment was al-
ways at hand with Dave -
GOAOD -on the mike!

On behalf of the club, I
would like to thanks every-
one that helped to put on the
event; from erecting aerials,
to operating, to coming back
to the call and most impor-
tantly...making the tea!!!!

Jacqui - M3JQY

lowered...and put to bed!!!




